
	

	

	

DEEPWATER HOUSE, BONDI BEACH 
 
Petersen Kolumba bricks help to bring calm and clarity to Bondi’s Deepwater House 

 
Perched on Ben Buckler, adjacent to Sydney’s 
iconic Bondi Beach, this award-winning house, 
designed by Tobias Partners, has created a 
positive stir among architects and the local 
community. Recently winning the National 
Architecture Award’s People Choice Award, 
secured with more than 700 public votes, 
Deepwater House sits in perfect harmony with its 
surrounds. And it has created an ideal setting for 
entertaining friends and a much-loved sanctuary, 
above a bustling beach, for its home owners. 
 
While attracted to the buzz of the busy suburb, 
Nick Tobias, lead architect on the project says the 
home owners, “Wanted an interior that was quiet 
and zen-like, that would be calming.’ Another 
critical design challenge was space, being tightly 
wedged between the apartment buildings on 
either side. So, what Tobias Partners cleverly 
created was a purpose built design in the shape 
of a shipping container. 
 
Above all else, every detail and finish was 
selected for its expert craftsmanship. This is 
immediately evident on the street frontage, with 
the inclusion of a specially stacked brick screen, 

designed by Tobias Partners, and masterfully completed with Petersen Kolumba bricks.   
 
John Richards, Tobias Partners’ Project Principal 
says there were many reasons for their choice of 
brick, from Kolumba bricks’ colour, which 
complemented the remaining palette, the bricks’ 
elegant and elongated proportions, right down to 
the romantic story behind their artisan approach.  
 
But, more simply, John says that, “They are 
beautiful bricks. And we liked the slightly uneven 
artisan handmade feel about them. It was a nice 
contrast against the hard edge of the concrete, and 
good to have a material next to the concrete, that’s 
undulating in its own form.”  
 
Petersen’s Kolumba bricks also work well as an 
architectural feature, creating dappled light during 
the morning as the sun rises over the adjacent 
building. It’s a beautiful, peaceful touch, adding 
another calming and creative element to this 
absolutely stunning design. 
 
For more information on Petersen bricks, please 
contact Robertson’s Building Products on +613 
8199 9599 or email sales@robertsons.co. 


